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Security Council has made crystal clear that the
burden remains on Iraq to declare and destroy

all its nuclear, chemical, and biological weapons
and the missiles to deliver them.

Remarks at a Florida Democratic Party Dinner in Coral Gables, Florida
September 9, 1998

Thank you very much. My good friend Buddy
MacKay—I’ve had a wonderful time with Buddy
and Anne today, and I think we did a little
good in Orlando. And I certainly hope we’re
doing some good tonight. I want to thank Daryl
Jones for being here and for what he said, for
being my friend, for being willing to serve this
country and go through a highly political proc-
ess. It’s a long road that doesn’t turn, and yours
is going to turn in the right direction, friend,
for a long time to come.

I want to thank all the legislators and others
who are here. I’d like to say a special word
of thanks to Congressman Peter Deutsch, who
came down with me from Washington and is
going home tonight, so he’s not going to get
a lot of sleep. Thank you for being here.

I want to thank Mitch Ceasar for being with
me today, and all the Democratic officials. And
I would like to recognize our nominee for State
comptroller, Newall Daughtrey. Thank you for
being here, Newall, and good luck to you.

You know, I was sitting here listening to Daryl
speak and then listening to Buddy speak, and
I thought of that old saw: The last speaker at
the banquet said, ‘‘Everything that needs to be
said has been said, but not everyone has yet
said it.’’ [Laughter] And I thought of just stand-
ing up and saying, ‘‘Amen,’’ and sitting down.
[Laughter]

This has been a very moving day for me be-
cause of what Buddy MacKay said here and
in Orlando, because of the children we saw
today in Orlando and many of the things they
said to me as I was greeting them. All of you
know that I’ve been on a rather painful journey
these last few weeks. And I’ve had to ask for
things that I was more in the habit of giving
in my life than asking for, in terms of under-
standing and forgiveness. But it’s also given me
the chance to try to ask, as all of us do: What
do you really care about? What do you want
to think about in your last hours on this Earth?
What really matters?

I’ve tried to do a good job taking care of
this country, even when I hadn’t taken such
good care of myself and my family, my obliga-
tions. I hope that you and others I have injured
will forgive me for the mistakes I’ve made. But
the most important thing is, you must not let
it deter you from meeting your responsibilities
as citizens.

There is always, at a moment like this, those
who seek not to deal with the substance of
whatever is at issue but those who seek some
advantage and hope that the attention of the
public will be diverted from the public’s busi-
ness. And these next 8 weeks ought to be de-
voted to you and your children and your grand-
children and the future of this country and the
future of this State.

I’ve known Buddy MacKay for nearly 20
years, and I know he’s got a tough race. I know
he’s been at a financial disadvantage. Now that
he’s stuck up for me, he may be at some sort
of a political disadvantage, although I’m kind
of an old-school guy, I think. They asked me
why I went to Russia the other day, and I said,
‘‘Well, heck, anybody can go to Russia when
times are good. I want them to be our friends,
and I think we ought to build a future together.’’

And I’m proud to be here with him. I can
tell you this—I’ll tell you something that I don’t
believe there is a person in this room that would
dispute. You may not know for sure how this
Governor’s race is going to turn out, but there
is not a person here who doesn’t believe that
if he wins the governorship, even people who
don’t vote for him will be proud of the fact
that he’s the Governor of Florida and that he’d
get reelected in a walk. Now, you all know that,
don’t you? You all know that, don’t you? [Ap-
plause] If you believe that—and you did or you
wouldn’t have stood up—then you owe it not
to Buddy and Anne but to yourselves, not to
wake up on the morning after the election think-
ing about what might have been. He is a good
man and a good leader.
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And you know, one of the things that I always
get a big hand at when I go through the litany
of all the things that have changed in America,
and I say we’ve got the lowest unemployment
rate in 27 years, and the lowest crime rate in
25 years, and the smallest percentage of people
on welfare in 29 years, and we’re about to have
the first balanced budget and surplus in 29
years, and we did it with the smallest Federal
Government in 35 years, and people say, ‘‘Yeah,
yeah.’’

You know what that means? That means that
it’s more important who’s Governor now than
it was the day I became President. That’s what
that means. It means that experience, which is
easily dismissed by people who don’t understand
exactly what State government does in good eco-
nomic times—I used to tell people—because
most of the time when I was Governor, we
were going through that terrible recession of
the eighties in the middle of the country, so
sometimes I’d feel a little bit of self-pity, and
I’d say, ‘‘Shoot, if I had a good economy, I
could have a lobotomy and be successful as Gov-
ernor.’’ [Laughter] And that was sort of a way
of saying that maybe people didn’t know exactly
what was going on.

But it’s not true. If you care about the edu-
cation of your children, there’s no single elected
official that can have a bigger positive impact
than the Governor. If you want to see Florida
continue to prosper economically but you really
care about preserving the environment in a way
that’s fair to everybody, it matters that the Fed-
eral Government can help save the Everglades
and do some other things—sure, it matters—
but it really matters who is the Governor.

If you’re not sure that the Congress will ever
do the right thing and pass the Patients’ Bill
of Rights, with 160 million people already in
HMO’s and millions more coming; and you like
the fact that health costs ought to be managed
and kept within inflation just as long as people
aren’t losing quality care; but you don’t think
somebody who is in an accident ought to be
hauled halfway across town to an emergency
room if there is one four blocks down the way
and they might die on the way; and you don’t
believe that people ought to be told they can’t
have a specialist if they have to have surgery
that could leave them marked for life if they
don’t have a specialist; and you don’t think that
an employee of a small business who happens
to be pregnant should lose her obstetrician half-

way through the pregnancy because the small
business changes health care plans; and you
don’t believe that anybody ought to have access
to your medical records, because you think you
ought to have some rights to privacy—then it
really does matter who the Governor is.

And none of those rights can be written into
law and mean anything unless somebody has
a way of enforcing them. It matters whether
he wins the Governor’s race for the health care
and the peace of mind of working families in
this State. So these stakes are high. This is not
some casual deal here.

You clapped when he talked about the gun
show loophole for background checks. Let me
just tell you, since we passed the Brady bill,
250,000 people—250,000 people—since 1993
have been denied the right to get a handgun,
because they had a criminal record. That’s hun-
dreds a day. I can’t really—you know, you could
work out the math, but anyway, it’s a whole
bunch of people every day. How many people—
I’m trying to get out of being too—they say
I’m too much of a wonk; I’m trying to forget
the numbers and all that. [Laughter] How many
people are living today because that thing was
passed? How many lives might be saved? It
might be worth it to elect him Governor just
to save one child’s life. It matters who’s the
Governor.

Now, the same thing is true about these elec-
tions coming up in 2 months for Congress. What
is the subject? What’s it going to be about?
What do you think it ought to be about? Do
you believe that because America is doing real
well now, it really doesn’t matter what it’s
about? Do you think—most of us in this room,
I guess, are pretty ardent Democrats—do you
think it really matters that in all off-year elec-
tions the electorate is smaller, and the people
that tend to drop off are good, hard-working
people who are struggling to keep body and
soul together? And I’m not sure that it matters
as much when there’s not a Presidential election
whether they go vote—the kind of people we
try to represent, the kind of people like the
people that put this food on our tables tonight—
and if it does matter, what are you going to
do to get them there? I think it really matters.

You know, on October 1st—I am counting
the days—on October 1st, we’re going to have
the first balanced budget and surplus in 29
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years. And already—I’m kind of like a kid wait-
ing for Christmas; it’s like a present—and al-
ready I’ve got people who want to spend the
money. They’re going to say, ‘‘Well, we’re going
to have this estimated surplus for now to king-
dom come, so let’s have a tax cut right now.’’

And I’m not against the right kind of tax
cut. We have tax cuts in our budget for child
care, for education, for environmental invest-
ment in our budget right now. But they’re all
paid for, and they don’t get into the surplus
for a very good reason. We know right now
that we cannot sustain two of the most impor-
tant programs in America—and very important
to Florida—Social Security and Medicare, when
the baby boomers retire, unless we make some
changes in it. Because when all of us baby
boomers retire—and I’m the oldest of the baby
boomers; the people between 34 and 52 are
the baby boom generation—when we all retire,
at present birth rates, immigration rates, and
work force participation rates, there will only
be about two people working for every person
drawing Social Security. And that’s never hap-
pened before. And it will be that way for about
20 years, until all the kids that are now in school
get out and they start working, because they’re
the first group that’s bigger than we are. Then
the numbers will start getting better again.

Now, during that period, if we don’t make
some changes now, one of two things is going
to happen: We’ll have to have a huge slash in
the way the programs are run, thus imperiling
the stability of old age for people who, unlike
me, won’t have a good pension and a decent
income; or we will just come up with the money
at that time to keep the same program going
in exactly the same way, which will lower the
standard of living of our children and their abil-
ity to raise our grandchildren. And no baby
boomer I know wants that to happen.

Now we finally have the money to deal with
that. And even though it’s election season, I
think the right thing to say to the American
people is, ‘‘We’re not against tax cuts. We need
new spending programs. We need to spend
more on education than I have proposed. We
need to do a lot of things, and a lot of people
could use a tax cut. But it is wrong to do this
until we have saved Social Security and lifted
that burden off our children, and made sure
that elderly people 20 years from now are going
to have the same level of security they do

today.’’ Let’s look at the big, long-term problems
of America. That’s what this ought to be doing.

But you see—let me give you another issue
that directly affects not only those of you in
this room who could pay to come to this fund-
raiser tonight but the people who put the food
on our table. It may seem esoteric. And that
is whether we continue to lead the world toward
global prosperity and deal with all these inter-
national economic problems.

Ninety-one percent of the American people,
I saw in a poll today in something I read today,
know that the stock market dropped a lot last
week—and I hope they know it came up a lot
yesterday. But when you read—if you’re some-
body out there and you pick up the paper and
you read why the stock market dropped so much
in 2 or 3 days, and you say, ‘‘I don’t know
that there are a lot of businesses going broke,’’
and everybody says it’s because of events else-
where in the world—we can’t be just an island
of prosperity; we have to want others in the
world to do well if we want America to keep
doing well. We have responsibilities. And a part
of my budget involves paying our fair share to
these international institutions to restore growth
to places that are trying to take care of them-
selves and doing the right thing and trying to
be responsible. And it’s important to the econ-
omy of Florida and the United States.

The third thing we’ve got to do is try to
prevail upon the Congress to follow the lead
that Buddy’s trying to take in passing a national
bill for patients’ rights.

The fourth thing we have to do is to help
you with your education program. How many
schools in Florida have kids going to class in
housetrailers? That’s why I have proposed, for
the first time ever, that the National Govern-
ment have a program to help build or remodel
5,000 schools in the fast-growing areas or in
the areas where the schools are too dilapidated
to really do the right thing by the children.
That’s why I proposed in our balanced budget
providing funds for the States to hire 100,000
teachers to make sure we get the class sizes
down to 18 in the early grades all across Amer-
ica.

These are big issues. In our balanced budget
we also have money to continue to clean up
the lakes and rivers of this country. Forty per-
cent of the lakes and rivers in this country are
still too polluted to swim in almost 30 years
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after the passage of the Clean Air Act—the
Clean Water Act in the EPA.

And that’s why I’m hoping this week we will
finally get the Senate to stop filibustering and
actually pass campaign finance reform, so we
can follow Florida’s lead, and we can have the
right kind of system where everybody has a
chance to run. Now, these are big issues.

A lot of people say, ‘‘Well, why go vote?
America is in good shape.’’ The world is chang-
ing very fast, and we are very blessed. But to
be worthy of our blessings, we have to use them
in the proper way. And when these good times
are here, we need to use our money; we need
to use the emotional space we’ve got; we need
to use the confidence we’ve got to deal with
the big issues.

So I say to you, I’m glad you’re here. I appre-
ciate the money that you’ve spent to contribute
to the party. It will be well used to get votes
out on election day. But every one of you as
a citizen can go out and talk to your friends
and neighbors and coworkers and people you
see in every building you go in of any kind
and tell them what the stakes are, why they
should vote for Buddy MacKay, for Congress,
why they should vote at all—for Governor—
why they should vote at all.

I’m so sick and tired of—all the experts say,
well, they know the vote will be down. The
vote won’t be down if people think it’s in their
interest to show up—if they think it’s in their
interest to show up.

And I’m telling you, our country has never
had a better opportunity to build a world for

the 21st century that’s safer and more pros-
perous for our children. But it will only happen
if we don’t snooze away these good times, if
we plan and act for the future.

The last thing I want to say is, when you
go home tonight, think about the children that
are the face and future of Florida and our coun-
try, increasingly diverse, from different racial
and ethnic and religious and cultural back-
grounds, all coming here because they believe
there’s some fabulous, unique promise and hope
in our country. Before you go to bed tonight
just ask yourself: Who do you really believe is
more likely to go to bed every night as Governor
thinking about those kids? Who do you think
is more likely to wake up every day thinking
about those kids? And who do you think is more
likely to make decisions, the popular decisions
and the unpopular decisions, that will give those
kids a chance to grow up in one America?

That’s why people ought to vote in November.
That’s why they ought to vote for Buddy
MacKay. And that’s why they ought to support
our agenda for America’s future. You can make
sure it happens, and I hope you will.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:40 p.m. in the
Granada Ballroom at the Biltmore Hotel. In his
remarks, he referred to Gubernatorial candidate
Lt. Gov. Buddy MacKay of Florida, and his wife,
Anne; Daryl L. Jones, State senator; and Mitch
Ceasar, Florida Democratic Party chair.

Remarks on Presentation of the Presidential Awards for Excellence in
Science, Math, and Engineering Mentoring
September 10, 1998

Thank you very much. I saw Representative
Brown take my speech off the podium—[laugh-
ter]—and I thought that that was a rather ex-
treme measure to take to demonstrate that he
still knows much more about this subject than
I do. [Laughter]

Let me thank all of you for coming and con-
gratulate the awardees. I thank Secretary Slater
and Secretary Riley for their support of this
endeavor. I want to thank Neal Lane for agree-

ing to become the President’s Science Adviser;
and Dr. Rita Colwell for heading the NSF.
When they were clapping for her, I didn’t real-
ize that she was sort of the poster woman of
achievement for women in science. [Laughter]
But I couldn’t think of a better one.

I would like to say one very serious thing
about George Brown. Many jokes have been
made over the years about my affinity for issues
that don’t exactly grip the public consciousness
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